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Pennsylvania Angus Association  
 

C e l e b r a t i n g  O v e r  8 0  Y e a r s  a s  a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
F a l l  2 0 2 3  N e w s l e t t e r  -  M e m b e r s h i p  E d i t i o n  

2023 PA ANGUS  ASSOCIATION 
 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 
President 

Dennis Byrne 
240 McCoury Road 

Nottingham, PA 19362 
610-662-6102 

jdbdab1952@gmail.com 
 

Vice-President 
Dale Rains 

290 Drake Road                 
Mercer, PA  16137 

724-854-7200 
rainsangus@zoominternet.net 

 
Secretary 

Chris Jeffcoat 
111 Harney Road 

Littlestown, PA 17340 
Phone: 717-476-1496 

paangussecretary@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Brad Bishard 

1787 Seven Valleys Road 
York, PA 17408 
717-792-9268 

 
Directors 

 
Terms ending 2023: 

Will Nichols 
John Hausner 

Gene Trowbridge 
Dave Bell 

 
Terms ending 2024: 

Dale Rains 
Wendall Landis 

Butch Otto 
Scott Brown 

 
Term ending 2025: 

Cheryl Fairbairn 

Across The President’s Desk 

Dear Fellow PA Angus Breeders, 
 
As we celebrate this Christmas season, let us not forget the reason. “Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). May you and your families be blessed this Christmas 
and in the entire New Year. 
 
I cannot believe how fast 2023 has flown by. Beef demand continues to be 
at an all time high with cattle prices at historical levels. Purebred sales con-
tinue to be strong and it’s a great time to be in the Angus industry. Inputs 
have been high too, with hay prices skyrocketing, but corn has softened 
significantly. Most of our producers were short on rain and some were in a 
real drought. Stock piles of hay don’t exist for their winter feed needs. Be 
sure to consult with a good nutritionist on an action plan to keep your cows 
in top shape at the lowest cost possible. Don’t skimp on feed, for this has a 
long-term negative effect on cattle production and performance.  
 
The “Sweetest Show on Earth” is the theme for this year’s Eastern Region-
al Junior Angus Show. The PA Junior Angus are the proud sponsors of this 
show, to be held at the Farm Show Complex, June 6-9, 2024. Look for 
more information in this newsletter and be sure to support and help our jun-
iors with this great event. 
 
Also, in this newsletter you will find information on the upcoming PA Farm 
Show, the PA Performance Bull Test, the PA Angus Spring Female Sale, 
the Breeders Show and annual meeting. Please take the time to read up 
and be informed about your organization. 
 
Finally, this is our biannual membership year. Please fill out and send in 
your dues when you get this newsletter. That saves our secretary a lot of 
work. And, while you are at it, check and see if your neighbors and custom-
ers are members. If not, this would be a great time to invite them to join, or 
even GIFT them a membership. 
 
I thank each and everyone of you for your continued efforts to make PA 
Angus among the best in the nation. If there is ever anything I or the board 
can do to help you in your business don’t hesitate to ask. Our goal is to 
serve you, our members. 
 
May you and your families have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year.  
 
I look forward to seeing you! 
Dennis Byrne   
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Membership Dues Year! 

 The PA Angus Association has a 

biannual dues structure and the next dues 

cycle is upon us for the 2024 & 2025 mem-

bership years.  To the right is a member-

ship renewal form.  Please complete this 

form and return it along with a check to 

Chris Jeffcoat.   

 When you join the PA Angus Asso-

ciation, total dues are $70 for a 2 year pe-

riod. Dues are due in January of every oth-

er year.  In order to save the Association 

money from sending out membership re-

newal letters, please pay your dues early 

before the end of January 2024.  

 Included on the membership form 

is the option to renew your business card 

directory advertisement in our newsletters 

or start advertising your business card for 

the first time.  This is a very inexpensive 

way for you to advertise your farm and 

keep your name in front of prospective 

buyers. Newsletters are mailed to mem-

bers and available at industry events such 

as Ag Progress Days, Bull Test Sale, etc. 

The cost is $200 for 2 years (8 issues)! 

 As a member you will receive four 

printed newsletters each year, your con-

tact information will be included in our 

membership edition of the newsletter, your 

contact information will be available on our 

website directory at www.paangus.org, 

you will be eligible to participate in state 

sponsored sales, and you will have access 

to an excellent community of Angus breed-

ers throughout the state and region. 

Come Advertise with Us! 
 

Advertising Rates 
 

 

     Full Page - B&W   $100 
     Full Page - Color  $250 
     Half Page - B&W  $75 
     Half Page - Color  $175 
     Business Card - 2 years $200 
     E-blast    $25 
 

Please contact:  Chris Jeffcoat, 717-476-1496 
or paangussecretary@gmail.com  
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 American Angus Association Announces the Ten PA Breeders  

Who Registered the Most Angus 
 

 The 10 producers who registered the most Angus beef cattle in the state of Pennsylvania recorded a 

total of 786 Angus with the American Angus Association® during fiscal year 2023, which ended Sept. 30, ac-

cording to Mark McCully, Association chief executive officer. 

 The 10 top recorders in Pennsylvania are: Lorson Angus Farms, Jersey Shore; Beaver Creek Angus, 

Thomasville; Clark Farms, Hustontown; Mc Kean Bros LLC, Mercer; Valley View Angus LLC, Shinglehouse; 

Oak Hill Angus Farm, Avella; Howard & Audrey Updyke, Meshoppen; Karma Springs Angus, Blain; Pennsyl-

vania State Univ, University Park; South Creek Acres, Allenwood.          

 Angus breeders across the nation in 2023 registered 300,761 head of Angus cattle. “Our Association 

members lead the industry in adopting new technology and breeding the most problem-free cattle for their 

customers,” McCully said. “Cattlemen across the country continue to find registered Angus seedstock are the 

most profitable option for their herd.” 

 For more information contact Holly Martin, American Angus Association Director of Communications, 

HMartin@angus.org. 

 

ANGUS MEANS BUSINESS. The American Angus Association is the nation’s largest beef breed organiza-

tion, serving nearly 22,000 members across the United States, Canada and several other countries. The As-

sociation provides programs and services to farmers, ranchers and others who rely on Angus to produce 

quality genetics for the beef industry and quality beef for consumers. For more information about Angus cattle 

and the Association, visit www.ANGUS.org. 
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Pennsylvania Junior Angus Association Junior Corner 

Direct From Your News Reporter’s Desk 
 

Dear Pennsylvania Junior Angus Association,  
 
 I hope everyone is doing well following this sale season and 
Thanksgiving! First, I would like to congratulate Lee Sweitzer on his 
Champion Bred and Owned Heifer at the KILE! Congratulations to 
all of the exhibitors at the KILE. Eastern Regional planning is mov-
ing right along we have had multiple meetings to connect our ideas. 
During KILE we held a Yeti raffle we raised over $2,000. Be on the 
lookout for more fundraisers to come!  
 
 We are bringing many new social 
media and communication connections 
to you! Our promtion commitee has 
made a facebook (@erjas2024) and in-
stagram (@erjas2024) account for ER-
JAS updates. Maddie Bowen has also 
created a brand new facebook 
(Pennsylvania Junior Angus Association) 
and instagram (pennsylvaniaangus) to 
keep you updated with everything going 
on in the association. Kiersten Baker has created a BAND account 
to quickly and effectively communicate with our association, pictured 
below is a QR code to join. We are asking all members to join as 

this will be our main communication 
source! Happy Holidays from our Angus 
family; we hope to see everybody at 
Farm Show! 
 
Happy New Years, 
 
Madison Bowen 
PJAA News Reporter 
 

 

2023 Officer Team 
PA Junior Angus Association 

 
President 

James Voight 
 

Vice-President 
Michael Butz 

 

Secretary 
Kiersten Baker 

 

Treasurer 
Kierson Reasner 

 

News Reporter 
Madison Bowen 

 
Directors 
 
2nd Term: 
Caleb Miller         Kolton Grim 
Lindsey Grim         Lee Sweitzer 
 
1st Term: 
Kinleigh Grim          Connor Grim  
Dalton Brown          Cohen Miller  
 
Advisors 
Tiffany Bell          
Kyle Grim 
Kendal Henning          
Chad Cash 
Brenda Rains          
Kayla Horting 

2024 Calendar 

January 7: PA Farmshow Junior Show, Harrisburg, PA 

January 8: PA Farmshow Open Show, Harrisburg, PA 

February 6: Lancaster County Cattle Feeders Day Educa-

tional Program, Lancaster, PA 

March 7 - 10: MAJAC Show, Harrisonburg, VA 

March 29: PA Bull Test Sale, Pennsylvania Furnace, PA 

March 29: Finest Female Sale, Pennsylvania Furnace, PA 

April 26: McKean Bros. PT Angus Sale, Mercer, PA 

May 24 - 26: Atlantic National Angus Show, Timonium, MD 

June 6 - 9: Eastern Regional Junior Angus Show,            

Harrisburg, PA 

June 20 - 22: PA Breeders Show, Huntingdon, PA 

June 21: PA Angus Annual Meeting, Huntingdon, PA 

June 29 - July 6: National Junior Angus Show, Madison, WI 

Sept. 27 - Oct. 6: Keystone International Livestock Expo, 

Harrisburg, PA 
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PA Angus Association Auxiliary Updates 
 

We had our annual meeting during the 
2023 PA Breeders show. The following are our 
officers through 2025: Valerie Trowbridge-
President, Kristine Butz-Vice President, Sue 
Mayle-Treasurer, Hannah Miller-Secretary.  

 
 Our committee chairs are Scholarship: 

Nancy Frey, Queens: Jamie and Alexis Cash, 
Activities: Hannah Miller and Sarah Sparks, Jun-
ior Association Rep: Tiffany Bell. The Auxiliary 
was able to award scholarships to 2 Juniors in 
2023. They went to James Voight and Kierson 
Reasner.      

  
We had a women’s social prior to our 

meeting. The ladies enjoyed a lovely variety of 
party foods. They were displayed very nicely by 
Hannah Miller and Sarah Sparks. I would like to 
thank Karen Nichols for doing the coffee, juice 
and donuts in the morning at Breeders show on 
behalf of the Auxiliary every year. She does a 
great job. 

 
Our 2023 Royalty Court is: Queen- Kier-

son Reasner, Princess- Madison Bowen, and 
Sweethearts:  Lindsey Grim, Kinleigh Grim, Ga-
brielle Jacobs, and Adalyn Heineman. 

 
The 2023 50/50 Duck Derby was another 

success.  Thank you to everyone who bought 
ducks. We sold 164. The people who had the 
winning ducks were Mike Parr, Daniel 
Rohrbaugh and Willie Cash.  They got to split the 
50% of the proceeds. We are looking forward to 
the 2024 Fun Auction and Duck Derby. 

 
The Auxiliary would like to thank everyone 

who donated, bid or purchased the items at our 
2023 Fun Auction at the Breeders show.  We 
brought in $1,380.00. Thank you! A special 
Thank you to Harry Bachman for his auctioneer-
ing services.  

 
Congratulations to Tammy Weaver for be-

ing elected as our new region 6 director of the 
American Angus Auxiliary.  If you have any 
questions about the PA Angus Association Auxil-
iary or want to get more involved, feel free to 
reach out to me.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Valerie Trowbridge, Auxiliary President  

Sponsors Needed for the 2024        

Eastern Regional Junior Angus Show 

The PA Junior Angus Association is working 

hard to plan the 2024 Eastern Regional Junior 

Angus Show.  One area they are diligently work-

ing on is sponsors for the show. 

Sponsorship Levels are as follows: 

Platinum: $5,000 

Gold: $2,500 

Silver: $1,000 

Bronze: $500 

Division: $250 

Class: $100 

They would greatly appreciate your support. If 

you are looking to support, please make checks 

payable to the “Junior Angus Association of 

Pennsylvania” and mail it to 529 Hodgson 

Street, Oxford, PA 19363.  

If you have any questions feel free to reach out 

to Michael Butz at 717-847-9770, Reese Tuck-

willer at 308-360-3048 or Daniel Rohrbaugh at 

717-819-2471.  

2024 Finest Female Sale 
 

Mark your calendars for the 2024 Annual PA 

Angus Association’s Finest Female Sale! 

 

The 2024 sale will again be held in conjunction 

with the PA Bull Test Sale.  The date of the sale 

is March 29, 2024 with the sale being held im-

mediately following the PA Bull Test Sale at the 

PA Livestock Evaluation Center. 

 

More information will soon be coming out for the 

sale.  However, if you are interested in consign-

ing to the sale or have questions, please feel 

free to contact Gene Trowbridge at:                

570-833-4482 or geneval@epix.net. 
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Angus Genetics, Inc. releases Functional Longevity research EPD 

Now available in a research EPD format, functional longevity (FL) evaluates how long Angus cows stay in the herd and 

how many calves they produce. 

 

 The Functional Longevity (FL) research expected progeny difference (EPD) was released by the American Angus Associa-

tion® for breeders on October 25. The trait’s purpose is to help further characterize relevant maternal traits, which aim to increase the 

long-term success of breeders and profitability of cow-calf herds. 

 The Angus Genetics Inc (AGI®) research team, which conducts the breed’s development of EPDs, leveraged the dataset 

from Angus Herd Improvement Records (AHIR®) Inventory Reporting as a base for FL.“I want to applaud the membership, because 

those data submissions on those traits that we needed have really ramped up,” said Smitty Lamb, Association board of directors' 

member and AGI® board chairman. “You’ve allowed us to provide this tool.” 

 At its most basic, functional longevity looks at not only how long a sire’s daughters will stay in the herd, but also how many 

calves they will produce during their lifetime. The unit of the trait is number of calves produced by six years of age, with a higher EPD 

meaning on average sires’ daughters are predicted to produce more calves by six years of age, compared to a lower EPD. 

 Kelli Retallick-Riley, president of AGI®, said she and her team are eager to observe how well the FL research EPD aligns 

with expectations. “We know members have been out there breeding cattle for generations upon generations, so their feedback will 

be important to hear as we continue to make this tool the best it can be,” she said. 

 Brady Larson of Larson Angus Ranch, Sharon Springs, Kansas, said he has been looking forward to analyzing the initial 

research EPD results. He is enrolled in Inventory Reporting and his herd gained MaternalPlus® recognition. For his efforts, he and 

others enrolled in Inventory Reporting have first access to the FL research EPD. “We can learn from it and have better selection crite-

ria in the future,” he said. “I’m glad that a lot of these maternal issues are getting looked at, and I’m more than happy to keep turning 

in as much data as I can through MaternalPlus® to help.” 

 A research EPD is a prelude to a production EPD. A research EPD does not get updated weekly but can be updated period-

ically as more data flows into the database. Once more data is collected, the evaluation will become even more robust, and the re-

search EPD can be moved to production.  

 Andre Garcia, a geneticist with AGI®, said one difficulty with the FL EPD model was accommodating and using as much 

breeder-collected data as possible without sacrificing EPD accuracy. The low heritability of the trait also presents modeling challeng-

es. “Some people may ask, ‘Heritability is low, so what’s the point?’ but there is a point,” Garcia said. “You’re not going to make ge-

netic progress as fast. However, as soon as you start, the more progress you can accumulate over time.” 

 He encourages producers who aren’t participating in Inventory Reporting already to submit their data. This helps ensure 

accurate EPDs across the board and contributes to the fine-tuning of FL in its initial research state and the production stage in the 

future. Garcia said genetic correlations between functional longevity and other traits are of interest and will be explored in future re-

search, especially as more and more data is collected.  

 Larson admits it is a challenge to account for each animal and collect every recommended data point. Regardless, he will 

continue to submit data and utilize EPD tools as they are developed, because he said he wants to be part of the solution for opportu-

nities he sees. “On the cow side of it, there’s so much more that goes into it that needs studied and applied,” Larson said. “I want to 

make the best cow that I can that will last a long time.” 

 As a research EPD, FL will not be incorporated into the maternal weaned calf value ($M). Current research is ongoing to 

learn more about how the EPD could potentially play in $M when FL moves to a production stage in the future. 

 The research report for the FL research EPD is available at https://www.angus.org/performance/documents/

FunctionalLongevityResearchReport.pdf.  

 

– Written by Sarah Kocher, Angus Communications 
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Pennsylvania Angus Association Breeders 

 
Ebony Resource 604-112, Reg No. 20154752 
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Pennsylvania Angus Association Breeders 

 

Pennsylvania Farm  

Suppliers & Resources 

 
 
 
 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD COULD BE HERE! 
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PA ANGUS ASSOCIATION 
Chris Jeffcoat, Secretary 
111 Harney Road 
Littlestown, PA 17340 


