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Across The President’s Desk 

 

Happy Spring Fellow Angus Breeders, 

We have had a relatively dry fall and winter here in southeast PA. But, 

that doesn’t seem to stop the mud. If you have it, you know the chal-

lenges it brings. I’m looking forward to longer days, warmer temps and 

green grass. I’m sure you are too.  

For some, calving season is just about over and others are just starting. 

In both case I wish you a great and healthy calf crop. I’ve heard from 

several breeders that coccidiosis is a little more common this year.  The 

bad cases have resulted in death in 24-36 hours after first sign of 

bloody stools. This is most common in calves 30-60 days of age and 

during frequent and rapid temperature and moisture changes. Talk to 

your vet and get a plan in place before it strikes and you lose calves. 

Its Bull season! Both AI and natural service programs should be evalu-

ating this years and last year’s calf crop, for calving ease, growth rec-

ords and other parameters that are important to your operation.  And 

then determine if any changes in your bull lineup are needed. PA 

breeders have some exceptional Angus bulls. On the farm, or at the 

Performance tested sale you can find some of the best-bred bulls in the 

country. And, you can get a $1500 rebate from the Center of Beef Ex-

cellence for purchases of PA bred bulls. You will find all the details in 

this newsletter. I plan to attend the PA Performance Bull Test sale on 

March 28 at noon, and look forward to seeing many of you there. 

As seedstock producers it is our privilege and responsibility to provide 

some of the highest quality Angus cattle, for the production of safe, de-

licious and nutrient dense beef for our customers. 

And, to do it while being amazing stewards of the 

land. Thank you for the part that you play in this busi-

ness and lifestyle. 

 

God bless you and your families this spring, 

Dennis Byrne, PA Angus President 
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Direct From Your News Reporter’s Desk 
 
Dear Pennsylvania Angus Juniors,  

 Welcome spring and hello to the warm, refreshing, sunny weather! The ice 

cold has finally gone away and flowers are blooming, grass is growing, and our 

breeding season is well under way!  

 The PA Angus Juniors had several Angus families that traveled to Virginia for 

a very fun weekend at MAJAC. Congratulations to the following juniors on your suc-

cessful show in Harrisonburg. 

 - Hayden Weaver had the Champion Intermediate bull with WSC Stellar 2424 

 - Gaige Wingert had the Reserve Champion Senior Yearling heifer with  

    Beaver Creek Scaara 3109 

 - Kolton Grim showed the Reserve Champion Intermediate Bred & Owned  

   heifer with Beaver Creek Scaara 4135 

 - Kinleigh Grim won Champion Junior Showman 

 - Kolton Grim won Reserve Champion Intermediate Showman 

 We are excited for the upcoming shows including Atlantic National and our 

Pennsylvania Angus Breeder Show in Huntington, PA.  We hope to see everybody at 

our next meeting after the Junior Show in Huntington and at the Annual Banquet. 

Best wishes for the rest of your breeding season and other spring activities! 

 Sincerely, 

 Kinleigh Grim, PJAA News Reporter  

 

2025 Officer Team 
PA Junior Angus  

Association 
 

President 
Madison Bowen 

 

Vice-President 
Conner Grim 

 

Secretary 
Caden Bowen 

 

Treasurer 
Lindsey Grim 

 

News Reporter 
Kinleigh Grim 

 

Directors 
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Please sign up for 
the band app as 
this is our new 
route of communi-
cation for juniors 
and their parents. 
The QR code is: 

Pennsylvania Junior Angus Association Junior Corner 

2025 Pennsylvania Young  

Cattlemen’s Beef Award  

 The Young Cattlemen’s Beef Award was a new Award started in 2024.  This 

award was established through a very generous anonymous donation.  The Award will 

be awarded annually to young producer(s) looking to make improvements to their oper-

ation.  Applicants can either have a registered or commercial cattle operation in Penn-

sylvania.   

 The successful applicant will be someone with a small or large beef herd of any 

breed or cross, or is involved in some type of operation that furthers the beef industry in 

PA.  This can include a feedlot, meat marketing operation of any shape or size, semen 

sales company, etc.  You may only win this award once.   

 Please look for more information on the next application cycle this spring and in 

the next newsletter. 
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A. Pennsylvania Junior Angus Association Involvement (20 pts.) 

8. Other Agricultural Activities (4-B, Judging, FFA etc.) (20 pts.) 

C. School (20 pts.) 

D. Community (20 pts.) 
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THE NOTTINGHAM COWBOY 
 
One of my greatest concerns when I go to a new 
client’s farm is SAFETY! Every farm and facility is 
different. For example; one client wanted his bull 
fertility tested. He was a mean and rank, Jersey 
bull. The owner thought the professional should 
lasso the bull, tie him to a post in the barn and then 
use the electro ejaculator to collect the semen. All, 
while the owner was away at work. I’d say that was 
an extremely dangerous plan. I’m not going to do 
that; you shouldn’t do that and neither should your 
kids. Nobody should.  
 
I had another client that always tagged his calves 
as soon as they hit the ground. Some cows are a 
little more protective than others. Twice, a cow put 
him in the hospital. Again, another very dangerous 
situation, that might resolve itself in 12-48 hours.  
 
I have a few rules: 

1. Everyone that has cattle should have a chute 
and catch pen. 

2. They should know how to use it. 
3. Take time to practice with it and train your 

cattle to the system, before the emergency. 
Always, work calmly. 

4. Whenever possible have someone with you, 
even if the only thing they can do is call 911. 

5. Be sure gates and fencing are in good repair. 
6. Whenever you are working cattle have a gate 

between you and them. 
7. Work in small bunches, especially when 

crowding. 
8. Be aware of those around you and make sure 

they are in a safe place. 
9. Prices are high, there is no excuse to keep 

mean or aggressive bulls or cows. Just one 
injury could cost thousands and a single 
death cannot be measured by any dollar val-
ue. 

10. If you feel your system needs a professional 
look, call an experienced neighbor, exten-
sion agent, consultant or cattle handling 
salesperson, for some good advice.  

 
If there is ever a time to evaluate your system and 
technique for SAFETY! 
IT IS NOW! 
 
By Dennis Byrne 
Jdbdab1952@gmail.com 

Angus Awards  

The Pennsylvania Angus Association will pre-

sent the annual Angus awards at the next an-

nual meeting on June 20th at the Huntingdon 

County Fairgrounds.  Please consider nomi-

nating someone (or family) that would be a 

great candidate for one of the following 

awards.  Nominations should be submitted to 

Deric Horting.  The following is a brief descrip-

tion of each award.  

 

Seedstock Producer of the Year:  

An individual (family) that concentrates on 

raising breeding animals with optimum genet-

ics for the breed and the beef cattle market on 

a whole. This individual will market bulls, re-

placement females, semen and embryos to 

other seedstock producers or to cow-calf pro-

ducers that would fit their requirements.  

 

Promoter of the Year:  

An individual who helps to promote the state 

association and the Angus Breed through dif-

ferent state and local functions throughout the 

year. 

 

Stewardship Award:  

An individual who has the best interest in pro-

tecting the land and utilizing it for the best 

ability of the cattle. This individual is not only 

concerned about improving the environment 

but also improving the cattle management 

within their farm or ranch.  

 

Please contact Deric Horting with questions 

and nominations, 717-503-5408, 

deric.horting@yahoo.com. The deadline for 

nominations is May 1st. 
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2025 PA Angus  

Breeders Show 

 The 2025 PA Angus Breeders Show 

will be held at the Huntingdon County Fair-

grounds on June 19 - 21, 2025 with the Annu-

al Meeting being held on Friday, June 20th in 

conjunction with the Breeders Show.  More 

information on the Show and Annual Meeting 

will be available in the Summer newsletter 

that will come out  the beginning of May. 

 The Breeders Show Committee antici-

pates having the having the show available 

on the Showman App starting April 18th.  

They are also looking for donations to help 

with show expenses.  Anyone wishing to 

make a donation can either send a check to 

the Pa Angus treasurer or through the Show-

man app. Also, like in the past, they are also 

looking for someone to be the water spon-

sor.  Anyone wishing to be the water sponsor 

is welcome to Contact Jen Macomber at 484-

577-1343 or Allison Schmuck at 814-289-

1265. 

 The Committee was able to get block 

rates with the Comfort Inn and Fairfield Inn.  

The following is the hotel information for this 

year: 

 

Comfort Inn:  814 - 693-5075 

Rooms are $109/night 

 

Fairfield Inn:  814-643-3672 

Rooms are $124/night 

2025 PA Angus Association Calendar 

  March 28:  PA Bull Test Sale - Pennsylvania Furnace, PA 

  April 25:  McKean Bros. PT Angus Sale - Mercer, PA 

  June 19-21:  PA Breeders Show - Huntingdon, PA 

  June 20:         PA  Angus Assn Annual Meeting - Huntingdon, PA 

Pennsylvania Bull Credit Program 

 The Pennsylvania Center for Beef Excellence is 
once again offering the Bull Credit Program. The purpose 
of the program is to assist Pennsylvania beef producers 
in purchasing quality bulls that will enhance the value of 
feeder steers going to market, as well as replacement 
heifers added back to their herd. 

 The Bull Credit Program will reimburse Pennsyl-
vania producers $1,500 towards the purchase of a quali-
fying bull. Bulls may be purchased through the Livestock 
Evaluation Center's Bull Test Sale or Private Treaty from 
another Pennsylvania beef producer. Producers must 
complete an application and follow all program guide-
lines.   

2024-2025 Program Requirements  

- Bulls can be purchased via the Bull Test Sale at the Livestock 
Evaluation Center OR Private Treaty 

- Applicant MUST be a Pennsylvania beef producer 

- Bull purchased must be born and raised in Pennsylvania 

- Bull must be no older than 2 years old 

- Bull must be registered through a breed association 
(registration number will be required for grant reimbursement) 

- Bull must be semen tested and pass a Breeding Soundness 
Exam (BSE) 

- Minimum purchase price of $3,500 

- One $1,500 credit per operation 

- Producers are eligible for this grant program once every three 
(3) years if you have received BCP grant funding in the past 

- If requesting PRE-APPROVAL for the Bull Test sale at the 
Livestock Evaluation Center, grants must be submitted be-
tween January 1 and March 21, 2025 

- Other applications will be accepted in two rounds: Round 1 
from September 15 to November 15, 2024 or Round 2 from 
January 1 to May 30, 2025 

- Applications MUST be received by CBE by 5 pm on the last 
day of the grant round 

- Preference will be given to BQA Certified producers. If you 
are not BQA Certified, information can be found at www.pa-
bqa.org/events 

 

For more information email mkirk.cbe@gmail.com or 
call at 570-687-3150.  
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Why Wasn’t the Data Included in the Genetic Evaluation? 
 

There are a variety of reasons that can keep data from entering the genetic evaluation. The most common reasons are below. 

 By Esther Tarpoff, Director of Performance Programs, American Angus Association 

Since 2021, phenotypic traits have been listed on EPD (expected progeny difference)/Pedigree Lookup, indicating what 
phenotypes have been submitted to the Association for the individual animal (Figure 1).  

In 2024 the phenotypic traits were updated to indicate which phenotypes are being used in the genetic evaluation to 
help predict the EPDs by bolding those that are included. Why would data not be included in the genetic evaluation? 

FIG. 1: Example of phenotypic traits listed on EPD/Pedigree Lookup. 

Phenotypic traits: CE, BW, WW, YW, YH, HP, MW, MH, Doc, Claw, Angle, UScanWT, UIMF, URE, URibFat, URumpFat 
Bold Phenotypes are included in the National Cattle Evaluation. 

Contemporary group  

Regardless of the trait, a common reason data is excluded from the genetic evaluation is because of contemporary 
group size. If an animal is in a single-animal contemporary group, there are no other animals to compare it to, so infor-
mation is unable to be included in the genetic evaluation.  For most traits, a minimum of two animals is needed in a 
contemporary group to be eligible. For more information on contemporary groups guidelines and structure, vis-
it www.angus.org/ahir/how-to-collect/contemporary-grouping.  

While there are instances where an animal should be in a contemporary group alone — such as an orphan, illness, 
managed differently than other animals in the herd (e.g., a show calf) — sometimes animals are in a single-animal 
group because of when or how the record was submitted or because of incorrect group codes being used.  

Process date, meaning if data is submitted over multiple days for the same group, is a key reason why contemporary 
groups are unintentionally divided for several traits like birth, weaning, and yearling. Contemporary groups build from 
birth, so if an animal is in a single contemporary group at birth, it will remain in a single-animal group as data for other 
traits is collected.  

Data guidelines 

Phenotypes collected on animals outside of the eligible age window are not eligible to be included in the genetic evalu-
ation. For example, if weaning weight is collected on an animal at 295 days of age, the weaning weight will not be used 
in the genetic evaluation. The acceptable age window for collecting weaning weights is 120-280 days of age.  

Another example would be if a mature weight on a cow is submitted but there is no body condition score with the ma-
ture weight, the mature weight will not be included in the genetic evaluation. Both traits, mature weight and body con-
dition score, are required to use the weight in the genetic evaluation. In addition, the weight and body condition score 
must be collected either 45 days prior to or 45 days after weaning a calf, and the calf’s weaning information must also 
be reported. 

Embryo transfer calves 

Phenotypes from calves that are produced using embryo transfer (ET) can vary slightly based on how the embryos 
were produced and recipient registration status. Conventional ET calves raised by a registered recipient can have their      
    Continued on Page 9 
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birth and weaning weights included in the National Cattle Evaluation (NCE). Any IVF (in vitro fertilization) ET calf re-
gardless of recipient and conventional ET calves from commercial recipients do not have their birth and weaning 
weights included in the NCE. The reason is because both birth and weaning weights have a maternal component; with-
out having information about the recipient dam, the maternal components cannot be accounted for in the model. ET 
calves as a result of IVF, regardless of recipient, are not included because of large offspring syndrome that cannot be 
accounted for today. 

Variation 

For traits that are scored such as foot scores, hair shed scores, docility scores, etc., if there is no variation in the con-
temporary group, the data is not included in the genetic evaluation. In order to make comparisons between animals, 
there needs to be variation in the scores. 

There are a variety of other reasons data might not be included in the genetic evaluation, depending on the trait. 
Sometimes when the traits are not bolded on EPD/Pedigree Lookup, it is simply a result of a timing issue. If data is sub-
mitted but has not had the opportunity to be included in the genetic evaluation, it will remain not bolded. The genetic 
evaluation starts each Friday, and the results are released the following Friday. If data is submitted on Tuesday, it 
would have the opportunity to be included in the genetic evaluation starting on Friday, and traits would have the op-
portunity to be bolded the following Friday when the results are released.  

All data submitted to the Angus Herd Improvement Records (AHIR®) program is stored and available for your reference 
in your AAA Login account. While not all records in AHIR are able to be used in the genetic evaluation because of rea-
sons such as those listed above, you can make sure you are making the most of your records by following the data col-
lection guidelines from the Association. 
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